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Stirling Community Rallies for Ukraine
Stirling MP Alyn Smith has praised the generosity of local residents, as
community groups, businesses and organisations across the Stirling
area organise donation drives for Ukrainian refugees fleeing war. In a
visit to Bridge of Allan’s Parish Church, Alyn heard how volunteers
quickly organised through various online and civic society channels to
begin their important work. In just a few days, rooms and halls of the
church were fit to burst as donations from businesses and individuals
came in thick and fast.

Pension and Social Security Inflation Fears
Pensions and social security payments require urgent review, argues
Stirling MP Alyn Smith, as the cost of living crisis and inflation continue
to eat into household budgets. With CPI rising to 5.5% in January, and
some analysts predicting an inflationary spike of 8% in April, strains are
already beginning to show across Stirling and Scotland. In a letter to the
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, Mr Smith argues those on the
lowest incomes will be worst equipped to deal with increasingly difficult
circumstances.

Holyrood Celebrates International Women's Day
Tuesday 8th March marked International Women's Day, with different
events, speeches and rallies taking place across Scotland to mark the
occasion. Stirling MSP Evelyn Tweed shared a powerful contribution
from one such event in the Holyrood Chamber.
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Stirling Backs the Bid as Deadline Looms
Stirling joined 20 other cities and regions from across these islands to
win the coveted accolade, which recognises outstanding cultural talent
and success. Previous winners include Coventry, Hull and Derry, with
each city building a lasting legacy of investment and strategic focus from
the competition process. The shortlist will be announced imminently, with
the eventual winner set to be announced in May this year.

Stirling MP Backs Kildean Equestrian Development
Alyn Smith MP has backed plans from local Stirling charity ‘Equi-Power’,
for a new riding centre of excellence located on the River Forth. Using
current vacant land in Kildean, the group are planning a riding, learning
and development site which would facilitate access to the countryside for
disabled children and adults, their families and members of the public. A
purpose-built playground and small cafe would complement the
equestrian facilities.

Kings Highway Project Gets Moving
Alyn Smith has been meeting with local groups and stakeholders
regarding the King's Highway Project, proposals for an active travel
corridor which would connect Stirling in the east with Drymen in the
west.

Stirling MSP Leads Debate on Storm Arwen as Calls Grow for Better
Resilience
MSP for Stirling, Evelyn Tweed, has led a debate in Parliament calling
for improved resilience planning and compensation to be brought
forward in the wake of Storm Arwen. The MSP thanked the countless
volunteers across Stirling, and Scotland, “for their dedication and selfless
efforts to directly help others when they needed it most”. The storm was
considered one of the worst recent storms in this country, more
damaging than the ‘Beast from the East’ in 2018.  Winds in parts of
Stirling reached 96 miles per hour, and it was estimated that 8 Million
trees were lost or damaged across Scotland, with 60 hectares of
woodland affected around Doune alone.

Bannockburn House Moving From Strength to Strength
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Alyn Smith MP, Evelyn Tweed MSP and Stirling Councillor Alasdair
MacPherson met recently with volunteers from Bannockburn House, a
community owned project seeking to restore the 17th century mansion.

For further help & support, visit:

NHS Inform: COVID-19
https://www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-conditions/infections-and-poiso
ning/coronavirus-covid-19

Scot Gov: Business Support
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/

Stirling Council: Guidance
https://www.stirling.gov.uk/planning-building-the-environment/emergenci
es-emergency-planning/coronavirus/
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