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COVID-19 vaccine
breakthrough
Alyn and Bruce have welcomed
news that the Pfizer/BioNTech
COVID-19 vaccine has been
approved by medical authorities, an
impressive feat of international
scientific effort and collaboration to
tackle a virus identified only 12
months ago.

The vaccine is set to be administered
in Scotland as soon as Tuesday 8th
December.

Vaccinations will be prioritised, with
vulnerable groups such as the
elderly receiving doses first.

£500 Health & Social
worker bonus
NHS and social care workers are set
to receive a £500 bonus to their pay
packets, in recognition of vast
contributions they have made on the
frontlines of the pandemic.

The payment represents a £180
million commitment to go some way
to demonstrate the immense debt
owed to these workers by society.

Talks continue with the UK
Government to ensure this bonus
can be tax-exempt, something under
the control of HMRC.

Stirling Moves
Down to Level 3
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
announced today (Tuesday 8th
December) that the Stirling area will  
move down a COVID-19 protection
level. from Level 4 to Level 3.

The changes will take effect from
Friday 11th Dec. Stirling has been in
Level 4, the highest level, since
Friday 20th November. 

This news comes ahead of further
warnings over an increased risk of
household transmission over the
festive period, along with
vaccinations beginning this week.

Read more here.

'Stirling will be moving to Level 3, and this is down to the hard work of our frontline workers, healthcare
staff and the daily sacrifices so many residents are making to curtail the spread of COVID-19. Whilst this
development is welcoming, progress is fragile and easily undone. Recent events in Wales stands
testament to that. We urge all Stirling residents to remain cautious, stick to the public health guidance,
and to support their local businesses wherever possible through any festive spending. This has been a
difficult time for a lot of people, but with vaccinations beginning this week in Scotland, the end of this
nightmare is in sight.'

- Bruce Crawford MSP and Alyn Smith MP
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Read more here.

Read more here.

Bruce Crawford MSP has welcomed a programme of
support for outdoor education centres from the Scottish
Government, following continued disruption to the
sector from COVID-19.

The £2 million scheme will be administered by the
charity Youthlink Scotland.

Praise for
Bannockburn High
School win
Alyn Smith MP has congratulated
the 'Food For All' team on scooping
first prize in a national competition.

The Big Ideas 2020 contest,
organised by 'Solutions for the
Planet', seeks innovative ideas
within the fields of enterprise and
STEM subjects to help tackle societal
issues.

Scot Gov:
Business Support

Residential outdoor
education support welcome

Alyn has held an online roundtable with local business
leaders, in conjunction with the Federation of Small
Businesses.

Topics covered included: government support during the
Covid-19 pandemic; overall support to diversify
businesses; and Brexit.

Alyn Smith MP has expressed
amazement and disappointment,
as his request for further discussion
on reserved firework regulation at
Westminster was met with a one-
word answer.

During Business Questions, Alyn
asked the Leader of the House for
debating time on the issue - and
was told 'No.'

Stirling hit by
£392,000 in unfair
delivery charges
Newly published research indicates
Stirling residents have been charged
almost £400,000 extra in delivery
charges, by virtue of where they live.

The Scottish Parliament Information
Centre found £43.1 million was
charged to online shoppers across
Scotland, an increase of £6.7m over
the past 3 years.

Parliamentary
snub on fireworks
survey response

Read more here. Watch it here.

Alyn hosts local leader
roundtable meeting

Find out more.

NHS Inform: 
COVID-19

Stirling Council:
Guidance
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